
Gilbert Visual Art League

Future AttractionsFuture Attractions

January 3 Kyle Rafferty Presents 

Still Life Art 6:30 at HD SO

Jan. 19  Mariposa Venue Art Pick Up

Jan 21 Deadline for Juried Fine Art 

Show Entries

February 7 Juried Art Show Drop 

Off (4:00-6:00) 

Member Mtg. 6:30  Linda Glover 

Gooch Presents (Landscapes in Oil)

Feb. 9 Juried Fine Art Show 

Opening Reception (6:00-8:00pm)

Mar 7  Juried Fine Art Show Closes 

at 5

Member Mtg. 6:30  Annette Smith     

Presentation  (Loose Watercolor)

Click http://gval.org/ for event 

details
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Future Attractions

See GVAL’s 7th Member Show 

and Sale before it ends! Live at 

HD South Gallery 4 and Full 

Online Show at

https://gval.org/shows/annual-

art-show-2/

Dates: Nov. 1st - Dec. 3rd 

Member Online Zoom Meeting 

Thurs., Dec. 3rd at 6:30 pm with

Guest Presenter Krista Eaton. 

Watch emails near this date for 

your zoom invitation. Follow the 

directions on the Zoom 

invitation.

GVAL Zoom Meeting- Subject 

Linda Glover Gooch   

Thursday, Jan 7th at 6:30 PM

18th Annual Juried Fine Art 

Show and Sale

Be Sure to See

❑ New Feature- 

Artist 

Spotlight – 

Olivia Shelton

❑ Artist of the 

Month

❑ Community 

Outreach

❑ Bill Gullwing 

presentor for 

October

❑ Member Art 

Show

Mark Your 

Calendar

September 2025 Issue

Bill Gullwing will be our 

demo Artist in October!!
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Art Class Opportunity!
Jean Turner Smith is offering drawing and painting classes for 

artists.

The classes will be on Mondays from 12:30 to 3:00 p.m. in her 

studio near Val Vista and Queen Creek Road in South 

Gilbert.   Cost is $75 per month.  

Jean has a masters degree in art and experience teaching art 

at high school and university levels.   She is an accomplished 

artist in many mediums.  See these 2 examples.  For some of 

her other works look on  https://jeanturnersmith.org/  

Email Jean at jeanaes@aol.com to ask questions and register.  

Class size is a maximum of 8 students.

Do you ever 

wish you could 

get advice 

midway through 

your art work?  

Are you not sure 

if a piece is 

finished?  Do 

you want a 

critique on a 

small study 

before doing a 

larger piece?  

We have a short 

critique time at 

our monthly 

meetings for 

those who want 

feedback on 

their art.    

Art Class Opportunity!

Recent Critique Pieces

Feel free to email photos, 

submissions, ideas, questions, 

or comments for the 

newsletter to 

donnafinter@gmail.com .  

Please put GVAL News in 

the subject line.  

Above are (l to r) John 

Priddy, Mary Opat and 

Celus Nadon near 

sculptures by Paul Rymer.  

On the left are (l to r) Rick 

Finter, Jean Smith and Ann 

Wallace admiring Barbara 

Rudolph’s paintings.

Have A Question?
Contact the 

GVAL BOARD at 
hello@gmail.org

☆ AOTM must be a member in good standing 
☆ An artist who wins AOTM, may not win again during the current meeting year 
☆ Work must be a finished piece, framed or 1 ½” or more gallery wrapped 
☆ Artwork must be completed within the last 2 years 
☆ Work can’t be submitted in a GVAL critique session during the same meeting 
☆ Art piece may be done in any fine art medium 
☆ Winning AOTM artwork may be submitted to the GVAL Juried Art Show 
☆ AOTM winners are eligible for the Artist of the Year contest, awarded in June

Artist of the Month Rules
Photographs of activities for 

the Oct. ART VINE were 

provided by John Priddy, Rick 

Finter and Donna Finter.

Use gvalnewsfb@gmail.com for comments and questions about GVAL’s 

online publications the ART VINE news, Facebook--- GVAL  (Gilbert Visual 

Art League) and Instagram (Gilbert Artists).  Links for FB and IG are on our 

webpage at http://gval.org/

Get online critiques of your artwork or promote your art, art website, art 

shows with your work, class(es) you teach, or sale items on FB and IG.  Posts 

are free but sites will not handle sales transactions, so include your contact 

info.  Send it to gvalnewsfb@gmail.com.  Donna Finter can approve the post 

and get it online for you at either FB or IG or both.   

How to Post on GVAL’s Facebook and Instagram

GVAL September meeting

November presenter Dona Branson

Watch the full unedited meeting by clicking on the link below:

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1H7kKb7pdFpxfB_21eKxAv_w5nyRfEMBd/view?usp=sharing

(If you have any trouble viewing the video from the link, contact John! At jcorvair@gmail.com) 

(

Peggy Wrobleski gave an interesting talk at our September GVAL 
meeting! Peggy shared her plein air landscapes and tips. She uses 
water-soluble oils. The Riparian is one of her favorite local places to 
paint outdoors. Peggy’s enthusiasm inspired many members to sign 
up for a plein air experience together at the Riparian later in 
September
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Artist Spotlight –   

Olivia Shelton

I paint to a large extent from 
photographs.  Most of the photos 
are pictures that I have taken on 

one of my many adventures 
around Arizona and through 

out the United States, Canada 
and Western Europe.  Others 
have been special photos of 

loved ones and beloved pets that 
were given to me by friends and 
clients to depict their picture on 
canvas as a lifetime memory. I 
specialize in the oil painting of 

animals in the wild and of 
pets. One of my favorite parts 
of painting pets is having the 

opportunity to meet and 
photograph the animal in 
person, either solitary or 

interacting with their owner, 
then translating their energy 
and essence on to canvas. It 

truly is a joyful process.
If you are interested in a portrait 
of your treasured companion, we 

can communicate through my 
contact page.

Glenda has 
expressed 
creativity 
through 
various art 
forms, 
including 
cartoons, 
line

Olivia L. Shelton is a Mexican artist, lived in California until 2001. 

Currently she resides in Gilbert AZ. 

Today, her inspiration still comes from her dreams and emotions, 

those hidden feelings we all carry and wish some on canvas, to give 

them form and voice. Her preferred mediums one could understand. 

Her goal is to capture those emotions are Oils and Acrylics.

Her journey with Gilbert Visual Art League (GVAL) brought her new 

friends and new growth.  GVAL gave her the community she had 

been praying for, and meeting artists like Jean Smith and Suzanne Rios 

has inspired and supported her in countless ways. Suzanne Rios, 

especially, has become her true art partner—they paint together, 

critique each other’s work, and push one another to keep growing. 

Currently Olivia L. Shelton is very proud to be part of the GVAL 

board member group.  At GVAL she has been honored with several 

awards from GVAL, including Artist of the Month three times as well 

an honorable mention in one of their seasonal shows. Recently, her 

work has been accepted into multiple galleries; 

Vision Gallery, Arizona Latino Art Center, XICO Gallery, and The 

Monastery, Peoria.  

Through every step, art has been her constant.  It has carried her 

through challenges, brought her community, and given her hope.  She 

believes art is more than beauty on canvas – it is the voice of our 

dreams, our struggles and our emotions. 



Olivia Shelton



ARTIST OF THE MONTH

ART 
VINE
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Surprise!

Thank You 

Sponsors!

Please email photos, 

submissions, ideas, ads, 

questions, or comments for the 

newsletter to 

gvalnewsfb@gmail.com . 

Please put GVAL News in the 

subject line.   

Thank you to those who 

supplied small works for the 

Gilbert Historical Museum gift 

shop.

Gift Shop Venue

Photographs of activities for the September 

ART VINE were provided by John Priddy, 

Sharon Hess, Peter Eobbi, Jean Smith and Rick 

Finter.

Check with 

Mariposa Point 

for open hours. 

Stevie 

Denny

Mary pat- 

Jan. 2020 

AOM 

Roberta Kime– 

Nov. 2019 M

Carol Weale-

March 2020 AOM

Oher great entrie 

☆ AOTM must be a member in good standing 
☆ An artist who wins AOTM, may not win again during the current meeting 
year ☆ Work must be a finished piece, framed or 1 ½” or more gallery 
wrapped 
☆ Artwork must be completed within the last 2 years 
☆ Work can’t be submitted in a GVAL critique session during the same 
meeting 
☆ Art piece may be done in any fine art medium 
☆ Winning AOTM artwork may be submitted to the GVAL Juried Art Show 
☆ AOTM winners are eligible for the Artist of the Year contest, awarded in 
June.

RULESFOR ENTRY

\

Heather Coen will be participating in two shows in the next 

few months– Women Artists of the West and Plein Air Artists 

of Colorado  Here are her two wonderful paintings.

. 

Congratulations 

to Olivia Shelto, 

our September 

Artist of the 

Month!    Me

mbers chose 

Olivia’s whimsical 

oil painting as 

the one that best 

represents the 

Summer 

Challenge, “Still 

Life in Motion”. 

Congratulations to Olivia Shelton!  She is GVAL’s Sept. Artist of 

the Month!  Her wonderful art piece “Agritopia Garden” was 

painted with Acrylic and oils. 

•DROP OFF ART THURSDAY 
NOVEMBER 6TH FROM 5:30 TO 7:30 
PM

•ART HANGING FRIDAY NOVEMBER 
7TH FROM 9AM

•RECEPTION TBD.

•FREE FOR ACTIVE (PAID DUES) 
MEMBERS

•3 PIECES UP TO 60” (SIZE TO 
INCLUDE FRAME)

•NO TIME CONSTRAINTS FOR WHEN 
THE ARTWORK WAS CREATED.

•SHOW APPLICATION DEADLINE 
NOVEMBER 2ND AT MIDNIGHT

•ART MUST BE FRAMED, WIRED AND 
READY TO HANG.

mailto:gvalnewsfb@gmail.com


COMMUNITY OUTREACH

GVAL SERVES MANY PEOPLE THROUGH OUR ART COMMUNITY OUTREACH PROGRAMS AT 6 
LOCATIONS: HOUSE OF REFUGE, MESA (CHILDREN 5-11); HD SOUTH, GILBERT (ALL AGES); 
CLARENDALE OF CHANDLER (ASSISTED LIVING AND MEMORY CARE RESIDENTS); COOLEY 
MIDDLE SCHOOL, GILBERT (ART STUDENTS); VERENA AT GILBERT (RETIREES); AND HIGLEY 
SCHOOLS ARTS FESTIVAL, GILBERT (ALL AGES).

THESE ART EXPERIENCES WOULDN’T BE POSSIBLE WITHOUT GVAL ARTIST VOLUNTEERS. 
THEY NOT ONLY SHARE THEIR TALENTS AND LOVE OF ART, BUT THEY SHOW HOW MUCH 
THEY CARE ABOUT THE STUDENTS.

OUR ART LEAGUE IS STARTING A NEW PROGRAM FOR THE MOTHERS AT HOUSE OF 
REFUGE. IF

YOU ARE INTERESTED IN LEARNING MORE ABOUT ANY OF OUR ART PROGRAMS, EMAIL 
OUR COMMUNITY OUTREACH COORDINATOR AT DONNAFINTER@GVAL.ORG.

GVAL SERVES MANY PEOPLE THROUGH OUR 
ART COMMUNITY OUTREACH PROGRAMS AT 6 

LOCATIONS: HOUSE OF REFUGE, MESA (CHILDREN 5-11); 
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STUDENTS); VERENA AT GILBERT (RETIREES); AND 

HIGLEY SCHOOLS ARTS FESTIVAL, GILBERT (ALL AGES).

THESE ART EXPERIENCES WOULDN’T BE POSSIBLE 
WITHOUT GVAL ARTIST VOLUNTEERS. THEY NOT ONLY 
SHARE THEIR TALENTS AND LOVE OF ART, BUT THEY 

SHOW HOW MUCH THEY CARE ABOUT THE STUDENTS.

OUR ART LEAGUE IS STARTING A NEW PROGRAM FOR 
THE MOTHERS AT HOUSE OF REFUGE. IF

YOU ARE INTERESTED IN LEARNING MORE ABOUT ANY 
OF OUR ART PROGRAMS, EMAIL 

OUR COMMUNITY OUTREACH COORDINATOR 
AT DONNAFINTER@GVAL.ORG.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH
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