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We are excited to have Diana 
Shore as our January presenter. 
Her watercolor paintings are 
colorful and exciting.  



Spotlight on Deepika Haldanker

Deepika’s story is one of adaptability, persistence, and creativity.  To say she has come a 

long way is an understatement. She took a few art classes as a teen and longed to have a 

career in the visual art field. However, the dream didn’t materialize. Instead, Deepika 

earned a Master’s Degree in Social Sciences with specialization in Child Development 

and worked in that field. 

About 15 years ago, Deepika and her husband moved from India to Chandler, Arizona. 

She became a mother and decided to be home to care for her baby. When the baby was 

old enough for solid food, she did not like the commercial baby foods. Deepika came up 

with her own delicious, baby food recipes. In 2014, Deepika began to share her recipes 

and food photos in a blog. Her cooking evolved as her child grew older, so Deepika 

expanded her blog with family-friendly, easy meals. Those had South Asian and Indian 

influences but are not too spicy for Americans’ tastes.  

Deepika was still longing for a career in the world of visual art, so in 2017 she began 

advanced classes in photography. She studied elements of composition, lighting, and 

technical aspects of camera work. Deepika explained, “I feel it's like a muscle; the more 

you work on it, the better you get at it. Learning and practicing photography is an 

ongoing process. It is a way to know your work and yourself better." 

In 2019, Deepika applied for permits to work in the U.S. Then her photography/branding 

business began. Deepika describes herself and her business in these words, “I’m a visual 

storyteller, and photography is my favorite implement for telling a superb story. In my 

still life and product photography, I make unique products stand out from the crowd 

through the use of minimal props, complementary colors, and textures. I believe less is 

more when it comes to visual composition. Deepika’s lovely photography is inviting and 

full of rich color. 



Deepika joined GVAL and entered some of her food photographs in the 2021 GVAL 

Juried Fine Art Show. She won second place in photography. That recognition was 

encouraging. Deepika enjoys the fellowship of other artists in GVAL. She appreciates 

their friendship, critiques, and support. She is now one of the administrators for 

GVAL’s social media. We appreciate her technology skills and photography talent in 

that role. Among Deepika’s latest projects, she is expanding her food blog by working 

on a cookbook. Enjoy her beautiful, detailed work on her website, which is 

https://www.deepikahaldankar.com/. She is on Instagram : 

https://www.instagram.com/deepika.haldankar/ and Facebook  

https://www.facebook.com/DeepikaHaldankarPhotography.  Her food blog is 

https://www.easybabymeals.com. Deepika would love to hear from fellow artists.  

She also welcomes businesses needing her work. Deepika’s email is 

hello@deepikahaldankar.com.

Deepika Haldanker



Congratulations to Mary 

Opat, voted our December 

GVAL Artist of the Month 

with her drawing

“My Lego Buddy”

ARTIST OF THE MONTH  

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT

Congratulations to Rosalie Trulli Vaccaro ! Her painting 

(pictured first) sold right away in this current Art Intersection 

Show.  



GVAL’s 

19th Annual 

Juried Fine Art 

Show 

and Sale

Call for High School Student 

Artists/ Award

CALLING ALL ARTISTS for GVAL’s 19th Annual Juried Fine Art 
Show and Sale. This juried show is open to both members 
and non-members over 18. The deadline for entries is 
February 14, 2022. The show will run March 12 – April 9, 
2022. 
Entries are being accepted on Dec. 14th. To see the 

instructions and fill out your application online, click our 

secure website https://gval.org

Gilbert Visual Art League is extending an invitation to all 
qualified high school juniors and seniors who either attend a 
school within the boundaries of Gilbert, or are residents of 
Gilbert and attend any school in the area (public, private or 
home school) to apply for the annual Student Fine Art 
Award. The student chosen to receive the award will be 
highlighted at the GVAL Annual Juried Fine Art Show and Sale 
and given a $250 award. Please share with young artists in the 
area! To see the instructions see the website 
https://gval.org



Feel free to email photos, 

submissions, ideas for the new 

monthly hint section, questions, or 

comments for the newsletter to 

janegvalnews@gmail.com.  Please 

put GVAL Newsletter in the subject 

line.  Thank you!  

SHOPPING?

IF YOU ORDER FROM AMAZON, GVAL CAN 
RECEIVE DONATIONS AT NO COST TO YOU.

1.   GO TO HTTPS://SMILE.AMAZON.COM/

2.  SEARCH FOR GILBERT VISUAL ARTISTS 
LEAGUE.  

3.  SHOP AS YOU NORMALLY DO. 

AMAZON WILL MAKE A DONATION TO GVAL 
(A NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION) ON EVERY 
PURCHASE MADE THIS WAY.  THANK YOU!


